
Conserving Rockweed Animal Systems for a Sustainable Harvest 
Frequently Asked Questions about the fieldwork and harvest

14. Are there ways I can get involved?  Sure! There are many aspects of our research that would benefit from 
extra hands in the field, and if you would like to share information about our work within your community we're 
happy to share more information with you.

6. How often will you come to the site, how long will you be on site?  For us to collect the data we need we 
will visit each of our sites four times between May 1 and October 31, 2019, and two times between May 1 and 
October 31, 2020. Each fieldwork site visit will be no more than four hours long.

1. What is rockweed?   Rockweed (Ascophyllum nodosum) is a long, slender intertidal alga. It provides habitat 
for fish and birds, and the invertebrates that they eat.

4. What do you hope to find with your research?   We want to understand how the presence of rockweed 
influences intertidal food webs, and whether that influence changes with rockweed harvest.

5. Where are you conducting your research?   Our research area spans the coast of Maine from Casco Bay in 
the west to Cobscook Bay in the east.

2. Who is doing this research?  Elliot Johnston, Hannah Mittelstaedt and Hannah Webber are graduate 
students in the Ecology and Environmental Science program at the University of Maine, Orono. 

9. What is the duration of the whole study?  The field portion of the study will conclude in Fall 2020.

10. Will you be leaving anything in the 
intertidal?  Yes. At 20 of our 54 sites we will 
install small sensors to record temperature, light, 
and water motion. At these 20 sites we will also 
install several washers to mark our sample 
location. We will use hand-held drills for installing 
(Spring 2019) and removing sensors and markers 
at the end of our field research (Fall 2020).

8. Will you let me know before you come?  If you would like for us to contact you please provide an email 
address, and we will contact you.

7. How many people will be in the field doing the research?   The typical field team is 2-3 people.

3. Who is funding this research?   This is Maine Sea Grant-funded research (Grant # R-18-02).

15. Whom should I contact to get involved, or to learn more?  
You can contact any of the graduate students:  Elliot Johnston 
(edwin.johnston@maine.edu, 716-432-1025), Hannah Mittelstaedt 
(hannah.mittelstaedt@maine.edu, 206-948-8017), or Hannah Webber 
(hannah.webber@maine.edu, 207-412-8689) or go to the project 
website: https://klemmeramanda.wixsite.com/crassh

11. Who will be doing the rockweed harvesting?			We are working with four rockweed harvesting companies 
with operations in Maine – North American Kelp, SOURCE, Acadian Seaplants, and Ocean Organics. These 
companies use a combination of harvesting techniques, including rake, knife, and mechanical cutting.

12. What harvest practices are being used?  In accordance with state regulations, rockweed in an area will be 
cut at least 16 inches above its base. This practice allows the alga to regrow. Our research sites are roughly 300 
feet of shoreline, a scale that allows us to replicate and study the potential impacts of commercial-scale harvest.

13. How long will harvest take?  At each site harvest is usually completed within one day. Harvest will occur at 
some point during the summer of 2019.

1" diameter flat washerSensors, dime for scale. 
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